
A Message from the President
Tim’s Tidbits

Hi there Prospectors I hope you are finding gold keep digging 
that dirt and let's have fun.

Tim Pitney
President COSGPAA

Vol.1 No.8August 2021
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Web address: http://cosgpaa.org
Facebook address closed https://www.facebook.com/groups/733783243720768/members/
Facebook address open https://www.facebook.com/cosgpaa

Tonight’s precious metals spot prices per Troy ounce 

Year Gold Silver Platinum Palladium Rhodium

2020 $1,774.16 $18.14 $831.78 $1987.42 $5809.09

2021 $1,769,85 $24.42 $995.10 $2,664.50 $18,150.00



GPAA OFFICERS Colorado Springs Chapter
President Tim Pitney 
Vice President Joel Swisher 719-622-8693 joelswisher1@gmail.com
Treasurer Alton Oakes 719-439-3590 aoakessprint1@earthlink.net
Secretary Pat Oakes 719-339-0486  patoakes@centurylink.net
Claims Chairman Alton Oakes 719-439-3590. aoakessprint1@earthlink.net
Nuggeteer Editor Del Cox 719-591-1282 coxd@mac.com
Outings Chairman Justin Harmon 719 287-8149  hardtoflush79@gmail.com
Webmaster Paul Covington 719-310-7542 Paul@covingtoncomputers.com
Facebook editor Cindy Swisher 719-661-7542  cslactrn@gmail.com
Hospitality Committee Position Open

Do you want to join GPAA?  You can see David Vigil at Sunny Mountain 
Prospectors located at:3007 North El Paso Street, Colorado Springs CO 
80907

Renewals, multi-year discounts and life memberships available on-line at 
www.Goldprospectors.org , or call  800-551-9707 , and Please mention that 
you want to be part of the COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER.
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August 7, 2021

•August 2021 Nuggeteer, Meeting Minutes
•Attendees:  35 in person; 126 by e-mail
•The meeting was called to order at 12:03 pm by Chapter President Tim Pitney 
and began with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Tim welcomed everyone to 
the meeting and subsequent picnic and presented members Tiffanee and Julie 
Barnum with a can of panning concentrates.  Treasurer Alton Oakes gave a 
financial report and provided an overview of a placer claim on Beaver Creek in 
Fairplay.  The claim owner offered part ownership of the claim to the club 
provided we perform the required BLM annual maintenance on the claim and 
file a small miners maintenance waiver or pay the annual filing fees (about 
$195).  Alton described the stream bed as overgrown with little or no visible 
flowing water and mostly beaver dammed.  The claim is about 1.5 miles south 
of the GPOC claims. One club member reported prospecting in that area and on 
the GPOC claims with little success and did not feel it was worth the club’s 
investment.  After further discussion it was decided to have an outing to the 
claim this Fall before committing on claim ownership.  Tim canvassed the 
membership, and it was decided that the next Chapter Outing would be on 
Saturday, September 18th with details finalized at the Sep 1st regular meeting.  At 
the July meeting a member suggested we contact Colorado Gold Camp about 
access to the Lake Creek property in Granite, CO.  Tim said that he had called 
but no one answered the phone nor responded to voice mails.  Tim will follow-
up before the next meeting.  At 12:45 pm we adjourned for the Chapter Picnic.  
There was a great selection of side dishes and desserts.  Thank you to Guest 
Justin Spencer for manning the grill.  After eating, Member Gary Mueller ran 
members concentrates and prospecting dirt through his high-banker and Gold 
Cube.  Gary did a great job explaining the operation of his set-up.  Panning tubs 
were also available and plenty of instruction was offered.  Alton provided dredge 
concentrates with Colorado fine gold and the Chapter added a little “salt” to 
make the panning  interesting.  The weather cooperated all afternoon and the 
event ended at 3:00 pm.  Thanks to everyone who helped with the setup and 
tear-down.  The next Chapter meeting is Wednesday, September 1st, 2021. 
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COLORADO SPRINGS GPAA CHAPTER MEETINGS

Meetings are held on the First Wednesday of each month

From 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM at:

The Salvation Army building:

208 Cunningham Drive

Security, CO 80911

All General Meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from 7pm to 9:00pm

MEETING DATES 
September 1 2021

October 6 2021
November 3 2021

December 1 2021 Christmas Party
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The Nuggeteer is published monthly following the regularly scheduled chapter meetings. It will be 
distributed by email and posted to the Chapter web site.  To be added to or removed from our 
email list, please send your request to cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com.  To add an article 
please submit it to the editor at  cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com.

mailto:cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com
mailto:cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com


GPAA
COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER

8/9/21 5

OUTINGS AND EVENTS

Picnic 7 August 2021
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Using a Highbanker to Recover Gold
From Gold Rush Trading Post

A highbanker, sometimes called a power sluice, is a very flexible and efficient piece of equipment when you’re gold 
mining in areas with a good amount of water. Their main use is to allow you to pump the water to the gravels rather than 
carrying heavy buckets of gravel to the water. The optimal place to use a high banker is a location along a river where 
there are lots of bench gravels that have been left high and dry by erosion. Just shovel material directly into 
a high banker and let the equipment do the rest of the work! As long as there is sufficient water 
close by so the hose can reach it, you’ll be good to go.
High bankers are available in various sizes. The bigger the unit, the more gravel it will handle in 
a day. That also means it will likely be heavier and less portable. High bankers are fairly simple 
to set up and operate. They have three main components: a hopper feed box, and sluice box, 
and a pump.

Hopper: The feed box contains a grizzly screen with a water spray bar. The water is normally 
sprayed from simple plastic pipes with a series of small holes drilled into them. A water valve 
located ahead of the spray pipe controls the amount of water flow going into the feed box 
sprays. A series of rods are arranged to make a slat-type screen (called a grizzly) that allows 
water and smaller material to fall through and go down into the sluice box. The large rocks that 
are caught by the grizzly are washed with the spray and then rejected. The slats should be set 
on an angle so that most of the larger gravel will slide off the slats by the pull of gravity without 
you needing to push them off by hand. Some rocks may hang up, but for the most part, they 
will slide off on their own. The spray water comes out under a lot of pressure and washes any 
loose sand or clay into the sluice and also provides part 
of the water needed to move material through the sluice box area.

Sluice:High bankers utilize a normal sluice to recover the gold from the gravels, and the 
operation of the sluice box portion of a high banker is basically the same as that of a hand or 
stream sluice. With a highbanker, the water is 
supplied by a pump rather than the flowing water of a stream. The matting and miners moss 
underneath the sluice’s riffles are the same. Gold flakes get caught in the riffles and moss the 
very same way as it does in a hand sluice.
A nice back-saving bonus on a high banker is that it will be on legs, so you can operate it on 
any terrain. A normal hand sluice lays on the bottom of a streambed.

Pump: The centrifugal type pump should be set near the water as it is more efficient to pump 
water uphill to the sluice than to suck it up to the pump. This is only important where there is a 
lot of vertical distance between the pump
and the sluice. If there is less than 10 feet of vertical distance, it does not matter much. Pumps 
can be set up quite a distance away horizontally from the sluice. It will work so long as there is 
sufficient water at the source where the 
pump is located. Vertical distance is more of a problem than horizontal distance; 30-40 feet is 
the maximum vertical climb for most pumps. The standard lay flat type of hose is used to carry the 
water up to the feed hopper. Be sure to have enough hose and some extra in case you spring a leak! 
Remember to position the pump so that you aren’t breathing motor exhaust fumes all day!

https://www.goldrushtradingpost.com/prospecting_blog/view/53023/using_a_highbanker_to_recover_gold
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The big advantage of a highbanker is working materials that are found in a location away from 
a river, like benches and other isolated patches of gravel. Moving the water to the sluice with a 
pump saves you from carrying the material down to the stream. The only disadvantage to 
highbanking for gold might be that it’s more equipment to pack around than just your usual 
digging equipment. It would be wise to test your ground before hauling in your high banker. 
Testing will indicate if there is enough gold in the gravels to warrant bringing in more than a 
hand sluice. If you have at least an amount of gravel that represents a full day of digging and 
sluicing, bring in a highbanker. The adjustment of a high banker is much less than the steep 
slope you usually would use with a hand sluice. Adjust the water flow to the minimum flow 
rate that it takes to get all the rocks that fall through the screen to keep moving down the sluice 
box section. If rocks or gravel hang up and bury the sluice, you need more water and perhaps a 
steeper box angle to wash that stuff away. The height of the feed box is another important 
adjustment. You want it low to allow you an ease of feeding in the material. If too high, you 
will hurt your back lifting heavy shovels full of gravel. Too low and you may be constantly 
sweeping away tailings at the back of the sluice.
The feed box itself should be adjusted to ensure the angle of the slat screen rods (the grizzly) 
allow the gravel to be well washed before it moves out as waste. This is because a lot of small 
gold adheres too the larger cobbles. If rocks and cobbles just roll through without getting a 
thorough washing, you will be losing gold. The rejection of the large oversize rocks is 
important as it lets your sluice to a better job. If those bigger rocks make it into the sluice, 
you’ll be getting much worse recovery of fine gold.
Be sure the foot valve or strainer on the intake hose is clear and able to deliver a full water 
flow. Sometimes the foot valve can get clogged with leaves or other debris. A blocked or 
partially obstructed foot-valve won’t allow the high banker to operate properly. For 
environmental reasons, it is a good idea to have your water drain into a pond or pit that is not 
directly connected to the stream. This is so that the clay and mud can settle out, otherwise 
make sure there are no legal issues of putting that mud back into a flowing stream.
Some models of highbankers can also be run as a dredge. These highbanker/dredge combos 
can save you money, offer flexibility, but are also a bit of a compromise since the dredge 
portion is generally small. Combo units will be equipped with a suction nozzle type of intake. 
This design is best for working small shallow streams and tributaries. These systems are 
designed to be set up alongside the stream edge and have adjustable legs rather than float 
systems that you’d normally see on a larger suction dredge. With a suction nozzle and more 
hoses, the combo unit will operate as a suction dredge, picking up material from underwater 
crevices and delivering it to the sluice. Highbanker/dredge combos also can be ideal for 
working in and around ponds in old hydraulic mining pits.
The next time you are out in the field, consider if a highbanker or power sluice can help you 
get more gold. To determine if the answer is yes, ask yourself these questions: Where is the 
nearest water? Can I shovel directly from the diggings into the feed hopper? Can I set it up to 
allow gravity to do a lot of the tailings clearing work? Where will the pump go? With a little 
thought and planning, you’ll be able to decide if highbanking for gold will increase your 
productivity. In most cases it will. Move more dirt, get more gold! Good luck!
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GPAA
Colorado Springs Chapter Links

Sunny Mountain Prospectors LLC
3007 North El Paso Street

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80907
(719)722-3998

https://sunnymountain.net
Let’s support our local prospecting business.

Gold Prospectors of Colorado
https://gpoc.club

(20+) Gold Prospectors of Colorado | Groups | Facebook
Meeting location has changed to:

•American Legion Post 38
•6685 Southmoor Dr,
Fountain, CO 80817

The Rock Doc
http://www.therockdoc.net

Public Lands for the People
https://www.publiclandsforthepeople.org

•Public Lands For The People 
•PO Box 1660

•Inyokern, CA 93527
•1-844-757-1990

Western Museum of Mining and Industry
https://wmmi.org

High Plains Prospectors, LLC
2111 E.151st Street
Olathe, KS 66062

Toll Free: (888)236-6580
https://highplainsprospectors.com

https://gpoc.club/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2375893519192705
https://www.publiclandsforthepeople.org/
https://wmmi.org/
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Wolf Trap sluice box
36 inches long
10 1/2 inches wide
Flair is 16 1/2 inches wide
Riffles can be flipped over for fast or slow water flow.
Asking $85.00
Contact Scott at 719-964-8216.
Text message is better or leave a phone message if no answer.

Scott Leidenberger

Prospecting Equipment for Sale

Dry Washer for sale
Height  44 inches, Hopper 17 inches x 26 inches, Recovery box 10 inches  x 24 inches, 

Weight 24 pounds, Cost new $420.00, Asking $300.00 or best offer, New still in box you 
provide power. Call Richard Logue at 719-323-5399 Text or leave message


